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Queenscliff Race
The race to Queenscliff for the Murray 
McAllister Trophy is a pursuit race 
with the slowest yacht heading off 
first followed one by one, by the other 
contestants.

The weather forecast was sketchy but 
not really good. Never-the-less, from 
the original list of 40 starters 24 boats 
approached the start.

With the wind at a pleasant 12 knots, 
'Maatsuyker' ( Bill Newman) was 
first away. In less than a Garry Ablett 
course change, the wind was well 
over 20 knots and 'Maatsuyker', like 
Ablett, bolted!

At 0942, 'Fleurieu Warrior' approached 
the start and the wind dropped to under 
ten knots. 'Maatsuyker' was almost 
out of sight! In general, the breeze 
was quite light but with patches of 
20 knots giving some good bursts of 
acceleration!
        One by one yachts started off on 
the journey with 'Ocean Skins' (Tony 
Fowler) the last boat away at 1114 
leaving the club's committee boat, 
'Alpha One' to face the journey to 
Queenscliff and the finish line before 
the fleet arrived there.
        

'Alpha One' was almost at the finish 
line when a message was received that 
'Larriken 2' had lost her rig for the 
second time for the season. Turning 
around smartly, the committee boat 
started to head back to offer assistance 
when news came in that 'Larriken 2' 
was heading back to the RGYC and all 
was well. So, back to the job in hand 
and set up at the finish line.
        
The two leading boats, 'Maatsuyker' 
and 'Weapon of Choice' (Cameron 
Rae) were heading between a mark 
towards the shore and Number 
2 beacon in the West Channel 
and crossed that line less than one 
metre apart with 'Weapon of Choice' 
with its nose in front. They were 
then followed by 'Time Out' (Livor 
Jovanovich) about forty seconds 
later. Sadly, that was NOT the correct 
finishing line which was found 
by 'Fleurieu Warrior' followed by 'Hocus 

Pocus' (Kym Clarke) 51 seconds 
later. 'Mocean' (Rob Wallis) and 'Ocean 
Skins' followed about one and a half 
minutes later.
        
‘Fleurieu Warrior’ (Trevor Brown, the 
Vet) was fourth over the line but was 
the first yacht to cross the correct side 
of Number 2 beacon! Therefore she 
was the winner!

Several contestants decided that 
conditions didn't warrant the slog back 
to Geelong and went into the new 
Queenscliff marina. Here they were 
given refuge from the weather with the 
friendly gesture to leave their craft there 
until the owners were able to sail them 
back to Geelong. This for the cost of 
one night's stay only. Isn't that what the 
brotherhood (and sisterhood) of the sea 
is all about?  

Above: 'Larriken 2' (Darren Pickering/Stefan Treurniet) lost her rig in Corio Bay and again at 
the end of the race off Queenscliff.

Lt-Cdr Bob 
Appleton sets the 
Anzac scene at 
Geelong schools’ 
service
Lieutenant Commander Bob Appleton 
OAM NRC (Retired) told the schools 
at the ceremony of the exploits of the 
Australian submarine AE2 in World 
War I.

The AE2 penetrated the heavily fortified 
Dardanelles Strait on the same day as 
the Anzac landings a little to the north.

Mr Appleton, himself a submariner, 
was one of only 23 survivors from the 
British submarine HMS Tempest, which 
was depth charged for seven hours 
and eventually forced to surface, during 
World War II.

Mr Appleton told the gathering that on 
the day of Anzac landings, April 25, 
1915, the submarine AE2, skippered by 
Lt-Cdr Stoker, was entering the 35-mile 
long Dardanelles Strait.
"There were very strong currents in 
that strait, sand and mud banks, which 
made it impossible for a submarine to 
sail a steady course," Mr Appleton said.

The AE2 attacked a Turkish gunboat 
which set off four days of fighting 
between Turkish vessels and the AE2.
Mr Appleton said of the AE2 travelling 
down the strait, "In some spots it was 
only half a mile wide", and the sub 
"Couldn't surface because of the guns 
on the cliffs each side."

He said the Anzac spirit meant having a 
sense of humour and "having no fear" 
and the men he fought alongside acted 
as if "they had lived together all of their 
lives".

He touched upon the recent bushfires 
as an example of Anzac spirit helping 
Australia to be great and how this spirit 
lives on.
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